The Purpose of our Sin Nature 



There is something that God has been speaking to me about for a long 
time that I have had difficulty embracing. Maybe some of you will 
grasp it better than me, and others who lack understanding may label 
me a heretic. I touched upon this a while back in the articles "This 
Matter of Sin" but I think there is a little more to it. 

And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (KJV) □ 

First of all let me get this disclaimer out of the way; God hates sin in every form! I have to state that seemingly 
obvious fact to get a jump on all the naysayers who would twist my words to suggest I am condoning sin. I am 
not. Now that we have that settled I have a few questions that I would like you to consider. Since we know that 
God 'works all things together for good' can we even include the sins that we commit? Every time we mess up 
and commit sin could there be some 'good' that comes of it? 

Even as I write this it is hard for me to accept, because acknowledging this spiritual truth can so easily be 
misconstrued as shrugging our shoulders or winking at sin. But there is something very deep here that I believe 
God is showing me, accept it if you are able. 

Are You Wretched? 

But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of 
sin. 

Romans 7:23-25 (KJV) O 

I identify so readily with the words of Paul here; I know exactly how he feels. I do not shrug or wink at my sin 
when I stumble, I am completely miserable! Ah, but here is a golden opportunity for Satan and his false 
prophets. They are out there telling Christians that God doesn't want them to fret or feel sorrow over their sins. 
But is that true? 

Carter Cordon of Times Square Church in sermons like 'I Feel So Unworthy attributes these feelings to our 
beating ourselves up. In his sermon 'Jesus Take the Stone from My Hands' he contributes the conviction we feel 
on others who judge us. Why is there no room made for the convicting power of the Holy Spirit? 

Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another;) 
Romans 2:15 (KJV) C 




Apparently some don't believe in the power of the Holy Spirit to convict Christians of sin, they would rather 
attribute their feelings of conviction to any other source. Folks, the Laodicean church is not about truth but about 
emotions and feelings. Because of this many Christians will outright reject any feelings of conviction they may 
experience as attacks from the Devil 

He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall 
bite him, 

Ecclesiastes 10:8 (KJV) □ 

But when we commit sin do we not open ourselves up to such attacks? If so, why should we blame Satan when 
it is our inherent sin nature that is the real culprit? After all, it is ultimately us who are responsible for breaking the 
hedge of protection around us by sinning; Satan is just seizing the opportunity we have given him 

Let's take a look at this from the "Once Saved, Always Saved" perspective for a moment. Their logic seems to 
be that if we feel guilt for sin it must be being projected on us by Satan or others, otherwise why would the Holy 
Spirit convict us of sin that has already been both proactively and retroactively forgiven? This view just doesn't fit 
with scripture. 

A Christian who is living in sin should be feeling convicted enough on their own by the Holy Spirit without a word 
being said to them by another. If it is indeed the Holy Spirit who convicts us of sin just as the unbeliever, what is 
His purpose? 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
Hebrews 4:16 (KJV)© 

The purpose of the Holy Spirit convicting the believer or nonbeliever is exactly the same; to bring us both to a 
place of repentance, the throne of grace. You see, contrary to popular teaching there is no skipping merrily past 
the cross onto other things for believers, our entire Christian experience begins and ends at the foot of that cross. 
It is when we lose sight of our inherent wretchedness without Christ that the cross loses our attention. 

We Who are Sinners and know it must resist the temptation to ignore the conviction of the Holy Spirit. We 
also must not attribute it to Satan or other people judging us. Sin, this wretched law of sin in every one of us does 
serve a purpose; to constantly remind us that we are sinners. Not to make us feel bad, but to compel us to go 
boldly to the throne of Grace as often as we stumble for forgiveness. It also gives us compassion for other 
sinners who are unbelievers. We no longer see ourselves as above them in some way but as a fellow traveler 
who has found an escape. 

He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose. 
John 1:27 (KJV) □ 

Do you feel unworthy? Good, because that is right where Christ wants you! If we were worthy we wouldn't 
need Him 



Other scripture to consider: Luke 18:9-14 (KJV) 1 _ ", Matthew 9:9-13 (KJV) U 



